New ACBIS Program Announcement:
Brain Injury Fundamentals
When someone sustains a brain injury, it's not just the life of the individual that is affected, but the
lives of family, friends, and people in the community. As part of its mission to provide education that
improves the lives of individuals with brain injury, the Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists
(ACBIS) has targeted the widest possible audience with information that can be used in everyday
life.
The course is grounded in adult learning principles, maximizing participant engagement and
application through an interactive workbook. Using the stories of two individuals to anchor the
course concepts, participants learn about the challenges people face following brain injury and how
they are supported. Course content covers: Overview of brain injury and cognition; developing
effective interaction skills and addressing behavioral concerns; common physical and medical
issues following brain injury; best practices for medication management; and impact of brain injury
on the family. An online post-test is provided in open-book format, earning participants a certificate
of completion that can be printed.
Developed by experienced clinicians and rehabilitation professionals, Brain Injury Fundamentals is an all-new training and certificate program
designed to address the unique needs and challenges of those who care for or encounter individuals with brain injury. This includes nonlicensed direct care staff persons, facility staff, family members and friends, first responders, and others in the community. The mandatory
training course covers essential topics such as:
 Cognition
 Guidelines for interacting and building rapport  Brain injury and behavior
 Medical complications

 Safe medication management

 Families coping with brain injury

The course is grounded in adult learning principles, maximizing participant engagement and application through an interactive workbook. Using
real-life scenarios and interactive simulations to anchor the course concepts, participants learn about the challenges people face following
brain injury and the types of support they need. This essential program will help candidates understand different types of behavior, manage
medication safely, and provide support to families and friends.

The Brain Injury Fundamentals course is comprehensive and flexible enough to be incorporated as an organization’s on-boarding program for
direct care staff, or used as a stand-alone training in healthcare and community facilities. The course can be taught by an ACBIS trainer,
Sherry Stock, CBIST, more than 10 years’ experience in the field.
After completing intensive training, candidates will receive a certificate that is valid for three years. To learn more about the application process
contact Sherry Stock at BIAOR sherry@biaoregon.org. 800-544-5243
Training: Training is required in order to receive the Brain Injury Fundamentals certificate. Trainings will take approximately 8 hours. Instructor
is Sherry Stock, CBIST sherry@biaoregon.org 800-544-5243
Costs & Fees: Fundamentals Application (including Practical Training Workbook), training and exam: $250*
*Fundamentals Application fees are non-refundable.

